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THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL New York Releaf 
State Conference is here. If you love trees, 
care for trees or want to be better educated 
about the values of trees in your 
community, this conference is for you. 
Experts in tree care, invasive plants and 
insects, and other professionals present the 
latest research and updates in urban 
forestry. 

Are you prepared for a storm like the one 
Buffalo recently had? Can you manage and 
assess the tree hazards that resulted? Can 
you work with the DOT? What's your tree 
management plan? Can you keep trees alive 
and thriving? Are you harboring invasive 
plants in your community? What's the 
status of invasive pests in New York and 
what are you going to do about them? Are 
you working with or against your local 
utility? Do you have the funds to do what 
you need to do, and where can you get 
more? All this, plus renewing old 
friendships and making new friends awaits 
you at this anticipated event. We're on 
track; nearby is a famous racetrack, and the 

Saratoga Springs! So come join us! We're 
betting you'll enjoy it! 

Who Should Attend? 

All those involved in the field of urban and 
community forestry; educators, volunteers, 
tree commissions, arborists, horticulturists, 
landscape architects, planners, nursery 
professionals, community/state/utility 
foresters, local government officials, public 
works and parks departments, and 
researchers; also those in need of New York 
State DEC pesticides, SAF, ISA,  

 
 

Certified Nursery Landscape Professional 
(CNLP) and Registered Landscape Architect 
re-certification credits.  Total approved credits to 
date for full conference are up to 14 ISA credits and 
8 SAF Category 1 credits.  For more information on 
other credits available, please call (315) 826-5743. 

A sampling of workshops includes: Buffalo 
After the Storm; DOT Landscaping for 
Beauty and Safety; Roadside Plants-What 
Plant is That?; Hazard Tree ID After a Storm; 
Street Tree Management Plans; Municipal 
Tree Care 101; Invasive Update; Working 
with Utilities; The American Chestnut Story; 
Big and Notable Tree Program; DEC Update:  
Grants, Tree Boards, Ordinances.  

The conference will take place in beautiful 
Saratoga Springs. Attendees may want to 
extend your stay through Saturday night to 
take in some of the sights. The city offers an 
extensive variety of museums, performance 
venues, shops and restaurants. The New 
York City Ballet will present its final 
performances of the summer season the same 
weekend.  

For the conference brochure and registration 
form, see the Council website at 
www.nysurbanforestrycouncil.com.            
For additional conference information, call Betty 
Shimo at (315) 826-5743 or email her at 
treeinfo@nysurbanforestrycouncil.com. 

 

 

 
THE COUNCIL’S WEBSITE is up and running. 
Find our newsletter, full information about 
the upcoming statewide conference, and 
other events. The site also includes a list of 
our members, our programs, mission, Board 
of Directors and more. Check out the site at: 

www.nysurbanforestrycouncil.com. 
 

 
 

Join the NYS Urban and Community 
Council. Like other not-for-profit 
organizations, we are able to continue our 
work through the generosity and support of 
members, donors and grantors. If you find 
this newsletter helpful let us know by 
becoming a member. The membership form 
is located on page 3. 

The Council’s Website 
Officially Opens 
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NEW YORK STATE'S URBAN AND 
COMMUNITY FORESTRY PROGRAM is a 
partnership of public, private and volunteer 
organizations and individuals that fosters 
comprehensive planning, management and 
education throughout New York to create 
a healthy urban and community forest and 
enhance quality of life. 
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Officers: 
Patricia Tobin, President 
Brian Skinner, Vice-President 
Paul Kerzner, Treasurer 
Andrew Hillman, Secretary 
David McMaster, Member-at Large 
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Martin Mullarkey, Member-at-Large 
 

Board of Directors: 
Sharon Austin 
Dr. Nina Bassuk 
Kippy Boyle 
Paul Bray 
Brenda Cagle 
Elena Conte 
Jacqueline Fazio 
Tim Fulton 
Michael J. George 
Susan Gooberman 
J. Rebecca Hargrave 
Fran Lawlor 
Eli Joseph-Hunter 
Susan Kalin 
 

Ex Officio: 
Karen Engle 
Mary Kramarchyk 
John Parry 
Jack Stevens 
 
Staff: 
Betty Shimo    Executive Secretary 
 
Taking Root is published three times each 
year for friends of the New York State 
Urban and Community Forestry Program 
by the New York State Urban and 
Community Forestry Council. 

For newsletter and submission 
information, contact Gloria Van Duyne, 
Editor, at (518) 234-1421 or via email: 
globug111@hotmail.com. 

Taking Root is made possible by a 
generous grant from the USDA Forest 
Service through the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation.  

TREE CITIES and Tree Line Utilities from 
across New York State celebrated with the 
New York State Forester at the Second 
Annual Tree City Recognition Ceremony at 
the Albany Crowne Plaza Hotel on March 
23rd. Attendees were invited to learn from 
well-known speakers, enjoy a delicious 
lunch and have an opportunity to network 
with other Tree City communities. 

The State Forester, Robert Davies, and 
State Tree City/Tree Line U.S.A. 
Coordinator, Mary Kramarchyk, 
represented the National Arbor Day 
Program in recognizing New York 
communities of all sizes for their efforts 
relating to tree care, tree planting and 
community participation in a tree program. 
The Town of Red Hook was recognized for 
the first time as a Tree City U.S.A.  

“Communities ranging in size from a few 
hundred to over one hundred thousand 
people can participate in the program,” said 
State Coordinator Mary Kramarchyk. 
“DEC’s urban forestry program has so 
many resources to offer from advice on 
tree care, technical training and recognition 
for all the work our communities do.” 

DPW Superintendent John Plummer from 
the Town of Greece shared his experiences 
and his expertise in receiving the Growth 
Award recognition. “It’s so easy to receive 
the higher level of recognition: most 
communities should be recognized for what 
they are already doing,” said Ms. 
Kramrachyk.  

Tree Line U.S.A. utilities co-sponsored the 
event with DEC. This year National Grid, 
Orange and Rockland Utilities and the 
Long Island Power Authority were 

 

sponsors. Speakers from National Grid and 
New York State Gas and Electric have 
talked about their community based 
programs and shared information on how 
to better select and prune trees under the 
wires on our community streets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This annual event takes place in the spring. 
If you are not a Tree City U.S.A. contact 
Mary Kramarchyk at 518-402-9425 for your 
opportunity to be recognized. If you are a 
Tree City or a Tree Line U.S.A. community 
– we hope to see you at next year’s 
ceremony! 

 
 

 
WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION IN OUR 
NEXT NEWSLETTER:  
 

DEC’s Urban & Community Forestry Program 
will hold Grant Application workshops across 
the state this fall. Watch for a special mailing 
and check DEC’s web Calendar of Events at: 
www.dec.ny.gov/lands/30859.html. 
Oct 3, DEC Region 3 will hold a workshop to 
help local governments improve tree canopy 
by incorporating greening into future 
development decisions. Contact Brenda Cagle 
at (845)758-0504 or email her at: 
brendacagle@yahoo.com. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of the Hudson 
Valley will hold its Annual Urban Forestry 
Conference January 24, 2008. Contact 
Stephanie Mallozzi at (845)677-6563 ext. 104 
or email her at: sdm10@cornell.edu. 

 

Tree Cities Honored with Luncheon 

  Alix V. Krueger
  Dr. Christopher Luley 
  Christian Mercurio 
  Wayne Morris 
  Douglas Morrison 
  Greg Owens 
  Peter Pasnik 
  Robert Patrick 
  Andrew Pleninger 
  John Schwartz 
  Arthur Sheppard 
  David Short 
  Susan Smith 
  Fiona Watt 

What’s Up 


